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Å   Words have Grammar 

Å   Take Advantage of your Students 

Å   Choosing and Using Texts 

Å   Cohesion and Coherence 

Å Grammar fundamentals 



Department for Continuing Education 

Grammar Fundamentals 
 

Å You and grammar 

Å What is grammar?   
 

Å The big four: verbs, the noun phrase, 

cohesive devices and adverbials. 
 





Scott Thornbury 





You and grammar 
 

Å How much grammar do you teach?  
 

Å Why, what and how do you teach grammar? 
 

Å What materials do you use? Do you produce your own materials? 
 

Å Do you have any favourite grammar activities or lessons? 
 

Å Are there any grammar points you enjoy teaching? Are there any 

you donôt enjoy or find tricky? 
 

o 



What is grammar? 

The art of writing 

        inflectional morphology and syntax 

semantics                              grammar                         phonology/graphology 
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Grammar is the structural foundation of our ability to 

express ourselves.    

Grammar is the structural foundation of our ability to 

express ourselves. The more we are aware of how it 

works, the more we can monitor the meaning and 

effectiveness of the way we and others use language.  

                                                  David Crystal 

  



The rules in a language for changing the form of words and 

joining them into sentences.               OALD 

 

... the structural glue, the ócodeô of the language ...                                         

                   James Purpura, Assessing Grammar 

 

Grammar is the way we order our utterances so they make sense. 

           David Crystal, Stories of English 

 

The business of taking language to pieces to see how it works. 

                   David Crystal, Rediscover Grammar 

 

Is grammar a thing or is it something that happens? é the 

process of grammaring, whereby shades of meaning are mapped 

onto basic ideas.                   Scott Thornbury, Uncovering Grammar                                                                                  

                    

  



Grammaring  

The process of óaddingô to language to cope with the demands 

imposed by distance. 

distance and grammaring

contextual

(time, 

place etc)

conceptual

(hypothetical, 

unreal etc)

social

(formality, 

register etc)



If all communication was ózero-distanceô about real things 

happening here and now and occurring between familiar      

social equals, we could probably get by using ótelegrameseô.  



Lauren go 

 garden  

Pink favourite 

I need two one mores 

 

Itôs very raining 

Whoôs Billyôs 

brotherôs name 

called? 

Did you buyed the 

yoghurts what 

mummy doesnôt 

like you buying? 

Iôm not hungry 

because I donôt 

want anything. 



A: Coffee? 

B: Please. 

A: Milk? Sugar? 

B: No milk, one sugar, thanks. 

A: Toast? 

B: No thanks. 

A: Juice? 

B: Mmmm. 

A: Would you like some coffee? 

B: Yes, please. Thank you. 

A: Do you take milk and sugar? 

B: No milk, thanks, and one sugar please. 

A: And would you like some toast? 

B: No, no toast thank you.  

A: And juice? Would you like some juice? 

B: Yes, please, I would. Thank you. 





Iôm not rich. I canôt buy a big house. 

 

If I were richer, Iôd be able to buy a bigger house. 

 

If Iôd been richer, Iôd have been able to buy a bigger house. 



Could I open the window? 

Is it OK if I open the window? 

Do you mind if I open the window?  

Could I possibly open the window? 

Would it be OK if I opened the window? 

Would you mind if I opened the window? 

Would you mind at all if I opened the window? 

Do you think it would be OK if I opened the window? 

I was wondering if it would be possible to open the window? 

Can I open the window? 



I was wondering if I might be able to have copies of 

the Navigate books that I wrote the Grammar refs for?  

I was wondering if I might be able to have copies of 

the Navigate books that I wrote the Grammar refs for?  



The BIG FOUR: verbs, the noun phrase, cohesive 

devices and adverbials. 



King James Bible: How it changed the way we speak  

 

The impact of the King James Bible, which was published 400 years ago, 

is still being felt in the way we speak and write, says Stephen Tomkins. 

  

No other book, or indeed any piece of culture, seems to have influenced 

the English language as much as the King James Bible. Its turns of 

phrase have permeated the everyday language of English speakers, 

whether or not they've ever opened a copy.  
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The impact of the King James Bible, which was published 400 years ago, 

is still being felt in the way we speak and write, says Stephen Tomkins. 

  

No other book, or  indeed any piece of culture, seems to have influenced 

the English language as much as the King James Bible. Its turns of 

phrase have permeated the everyday language of English speakers, 

whether or not they've ever opened a copy.  



The Noun Phrase 



What can constitute a noun phrase? 

What can pre-modify and what can post-modify? 



determiner      pre-modification     HEAD      post-modification 

 

articles  adjective / participle            NOUN relative clause 

quantifier   defining noun    reduced relative clause                                                                  

number      prepositional phrase 

possessive adjective 

possessive noun  

their     original Brexit           campaign            

several              US government   officials             

the             emergency rescue    teams            who have been working around the clock  

     copies           of the Navigate books that I wrote the 

            grammar refs for  

the   everyday                  language      of English speakers       

Trumpôs       pre-election  pledge          made just days before voting took place 

a   big   balcony         overlooking the beach 






