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Contemporary and non-

standard grammar 
Å Recent and ongoing changes in grammar. 

Å To teach or not to teach non-standard 

grammar?  
 



Can you think of any examples of recent                        

and/or ongoing changes in grammar usage? 
 

 



There are just a few dozen grammatical features 

commonly identified as nonstandard English.  
David Crystal, The Stories of English 



who / whom 



out hate , ' ' Goldman said . ` ` Who  does he connect himself to ? ' ' As Goldm 

hink he ' s on here ? Mhm . Hey ? Who  does he think he ' s talking to ? Get thi 

sus forgave people they said ha ! Who  does this man think he is , forgiving peo 

comes back relative to the test . Who  does this go to ? To David or to Cathy ?  

ffort to invigorate the process . Who  does the White House hold responsible for 

 , that had more detail on that . Who  does he send the determination to ? Congr 

certainly raises the question , ' Who  does it benefit ? ' In Governor Hull ' s  

he ' s going , Bernice thought . Who  does he think he ' s fooling ? And if his 

doing here ? " they had asked . " Who  does she know ? What ' s her game ? Where 

who is unaware of being watched ? Who  does the heart hurt when it sees the unat 

ck . " " All right , " I said . " Who  does Thorpey work for these days ? " He d 

 him . I will , I ' ll kill him . Who  does he think he is ? I ' ll bloody kill  

uietened at this frosty reply . " Who  does it belong to now ? " " It will be Je 

 . He reaches between my legs . " Who  does that belong to ? " he asks , and I s 

t long enough to cramp my style . Who  does she think she is ? Certainly not one 

Jonathan Powell d Melanie Burns 2 Who  does Tim already know ? a Bill Andrews b  

 







This film really caters to the young person inside of us.  Katy Perry, 2011 

off of, outside of etc 

Millarôs shot deflects off of Pique.  Sky Sports, 2010 

Do you know Hazel outside of Facebook? 

Outside of the European Union 

If you're travelling outside the EU, the price you pay to check 

the web is different.  
Virgin Media 



Come off of it 

Sir, I blame Mick Jagger for the overuse 

of óofô, who in the 1960s popularised the 

song exhorting an unnamed individual to 

get off óofô his cloud. Things have never 

been the same since. 
 

  

DAVID MARTIN  

Bristol 



Weôve had less repossessions.                                       
Labour Candidate, May 2010 

less / fewer 

o £238.50  

less than 10 seats            
ba.com 

Less  apps, more apples  






